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CHAPTER III

NEGOTIATIONS  WITH  THE  CHURCH  OF ENGLAND
1883-1885

ONE of the penalties of his sudden rise into the public
attention was the necessity forced upon William Booth of
adopting, or attempting to adopt, the part of a diplomatist.

Here was a very simple and downright man, whose whole
being, since the dawn of his understanding, had been con-
sumed by the single purpose of saving wretched and un-
happy people from the consequences of sin, who had gone
of his own will and choice into the most obscure and aban-
doned places of the world to fulfil this passionate hunger
and thirst of his spirit, and who was so simple and primi-
tive that he could trust himself to the most brutal mobs of
industrial England with the ancient thunders of Sinai
and the least qualified and uncompromising version of
Christianity; here was this poor preacher, suddenly become
a public character, suddenly in conflict with Churches and
Governments, and suddenly called upon to deal with acute
and vigilant intellects who regarded him, for the most part,
either with an indignant hostility or a suspicious disappro-
bation.

It would probably have been wiser if William Booth had
kept to his own rough path, stubbornly pursuing his original
goal, and never expecting assistance or sympathy from
those In smoother places who had the power to help him;
but he was hungry for unselfish success, dreamed of evan-
gelizing the Churches as well as the masses, and to this end
was 'sometimes inclined to consider a working understand-
ing with men in high places, who, reflection ought to have
told him, could not possibly become his partners.

He would have been a grander figure, I think, if he had
held solitary to his path of darkness and storm, poverty and
suffering, neglect and contumely; it is with a feeling of
regret that we find him, although the invitation came from
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